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SCHOW'S, INC. CUSTOMER APPRECIATION GOLF TOURNAMENT 

September 15, 2017 KUNA, ID - Freightliner of Idaho/Western Star/Schow’s, Inc. held their annual 

Customer Appreciation Golf Tournament at Falcon Crest Golf Course.  ITA staff attends this event 

each year to mingle with all the companies in the Treasure Valley that are in the trucking industry.  

During this event ITA recruits for new members and enjoys the company of current members, both 

carriers and allied members. ITA 

 BOISE, ID September 19, 2017 - The 
Progressive Insurance Company con-
ducted a Commercial Claims Workshop 
for the designates who handle commer-
cial claims.  Progressive has become the 
#1 insurer of trucks in the United States 
and is also the larger writer of commer-
cial lines insurance with direct written 
premium surpassing $2.5 billion in 
2016.  Brian Meyer is a Specialty Claims 
Advisor for Progressive who conducts 

these workshops for Progressive.  Ju-
lie Pipal of the Idaho Trucking Associ-
ation was pivotal in lining up equip-
ment for the Progressive workshop in 
Boise by having Kenworth Sales Com-
pany, Inc. provide one their tractor-
trailers.   
 Brian Meyer explains, “Many of our 
claims representative who handle 
trucking claims have never benefitted 

(Continued on page 3) 

ITA, KENWORTH, YRC PAR TNER  WITH  

PR OGRESSIVE I NSURANCE FOR  

ADJUSTER EDUCATION  

Dave Murphy - YRC Freight  
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September has proven to be an exciting 

month for ITA.  First, if you are in or around 
the Lewiston area, you received an invitation 
to the inaugural Safety Management 
Committee we are starting next month.  I 
have had a lot of feedback that Post Falls is too 
far to travel from Lewiston, and there has 
been a lot of support that people will attend.   

  The first meeting will be Wednesday, October 4 at Rusty’s 
Ranch Café, 3041 N & S Highway, at 7:30 a.m.  Our guest speaker 
will be Ron Morgan with the Port of Entry.  He’ll be giving a regu-
latory and weigh-in-motion update.   
  The efforts to start offering safety programming in Lewiston are 
being made possible by newly-elected board member Heidi Mar-
tin, Jim Martin Trucking; our host Hayden Beverage, for offering 
their Post Falls location for our northern Idaho meetings; Bill 
Rodgers for his perseverance; and all of the folks who are coming 
together to make safety a priority in Region 1.  Northern Idaho is 
the fastest growing region, and I am excited that the group is tak-
ing on their own destiny.  The plan will still be to offer the regula-
tory updates, but to also allow the members to work together to 
bring in speakers and schedule topics they want to hear from or 
about. 
 I would also like to thank John Glinski, Truck Insurance Office, 
for offering to take on the role of Safety Management Committee 
Chair for Region 1. 
 All of these things allow me time to work with our Lewiston 
members. 

 other things of interest you should take a look at in this edition 

of Transport News: 

¶ The Idaho Legislature is revisiting the commercial vehicle 
registration fee structure.  Again.  Last time it was only 
ITA’s efforts that kept a minimum of $350 increase per truck 
registration off the books!  The article on page 5 is a must 
read! 

¶ The FDA has finally released their training module for 
the Food Safety Modernization Act.  Check out the links 
on page 3. 

¶ A lot of confusion still exists about ELD enforce-
ment.  Page 4 has an article that explains who is exempt and 
who does not meet the exemptions. 

¶ Put next month’s safety meeting in your area on your calen-
dar!  New ITA member Travis Campbell, state coordinator for 
Idaho Operation Lifesaver, will be presenting on safety at 
rail crossings.  Dates and locations are on this page and a 
brief about the series can be found on page 4. 

 

 

 

SAFETY MEETINGS IN 2017  

SAVE THE DATES 
*locations are subject to change, please check our 

website prior to your arrival* 
www.idtrucking.org 

 

 

 
Thank you Ryder for your sponsorship of the 

September 2017 SMC Meeting series!  

 
 
 
 
 
October 2017 ǒ Idaho Operation Lifesaver ǒ 
How to Safely Navigate Railroad Crossings  
October 4, Post Falls at 6:00 p.m. 

October 19, Twin Falls, noon  

October 19, Blackfoot 6:00 p.m.  

October 31, Meridian, noon  

 

November 2017  ǒ Trucking Nuts and Bolts 
by Benjamin Ritchie with Moffatt Thomas  
November 1, Post Falls at 6:00 p.m.  

November 16, Twin Falls, noon  

November 16, Blackfoot 6:00 p.m.  

November 28, Meridian, noon  

 

December 2017 ǒ Happy Holidays! 
 

MEETINGS ARE ALWAYS FREE TO CARRIERS, 
LUNCH OR DINNER IS NO -HOST*  

*$20.00 per person (Meridian & Twin Falls)  

Please RSVP for meetings at mistyl@idtrucking.org.  
 

 
 

 

SMC 

meeting partner  

Itõs your opportunity to provide/present 

a 10 minute spot at the SMC regional 

meetings, run a 1/4 page, full color ad in 

our monthly Transport News newsletter for 

2 months, and you receive acknowledg-

ment in the TDC program as a safety fo-

cused sponsor. 

Save your spot for just $1,000.00 
(exposure to over 50 carriers around the state)  

Would you like to help the 

board improve your  membership  

experience?  Just e - mail Julie or 

Misty for the survey.  We would 

love your perspective!  
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Sign up for updates on  

advocacy issues!  
 

e-mail mistyl@idtrucking.org to be  

added to the list 

Receive weekly briefings from Lobby Idaho! 
 

REMINDER ! 

We need your help!  The American Transportation Re-

search (ATRI) Top Industry Issues Survey is now available 

for motor carriers to give their input.  The ATRI will pro-

duce a customized analysis for Idaho if we can gener-

ate a minimum of 25 motor carrier responses from our 

state.   

As of Monday, only two states had enough responses 

to get their own report, Nebraska and Tennessee.  

There are eight others who are getting close.  Let’s 

make Idaho one of them!  Please respond to the sur-

vey. It is open through Friday, September 29th.  Just visit 

ATRI’s website at www.truckingresearch.org. ITA 

from being inside a tractor and seeing first-hand how large the 
truck blind spots are.  Without having this experience available 
to our claims representatives, there can be a tendency to falsely 
assume that if a truck driver states that he did not see the other 
vehicle in an accident before the impact, that this means the 
truck driver was inattentive.  This misses the obvious defense 
to the accident that the other driver may have failed to yield 
the right of way to the trucker and entered the trucker’s blind 
spot.” 
 After the morning session of the workshop was conducted, 

Dave Murphy of YRC Freight (pictured on front page) greeted 

the attendees of the workshop of ten claims representatives 

and managers.  Dave Murphy placed third in the 3-axel class at 

the 2017 National Truck Driving Championships held in Orlan-

do, Florida.  Dave showed the claims folks how to go about his 

pre-trip inspection, how the trailers are connected to the power 

unit, and of some of the challenges of operating the equipment 

among the motoring public on the roadways.  The attendees 

asked questions regarding out of service violations, how and 

when trucks are selected for motor carrier enforcement inspec-

tions of the process of backing to loading docks. ITA 

(Continued from page 1) UPDATE TO THE PROPOSED ITA BENEFITS  

PROGRAM 
  

Letter to the Idaho Trucking Association Board 
of Directors from President/CEO, Julie Pipal 
 

 MERIDIAN, ID September 26, 2017 - The following is a 
letter sent to the Idaho Trucking Association Board of Direc-
tors as an update on the progress in building an association 
benefits program.  Some edits were made to fit the 
Transport News format: 
 Idaho Trucking Association has been working with Elevate 
Insurance to create an association benefits program, with 
our primary goal being an association healthcare plan.  
However, while we continue to work with the various regula-
tory agencies on that plan, we are proud to announce that 
effective October 1st, we are ready to begin offering some of 
the companion benefits/marketing Phase I of the Idaho 
Trucking Association Benefits Program.  
 This portion of our association benefits program can give 
small to medium-sized member’s the opportunity to offer 
additional – and potentially cost-saving – benefits like those 
enjoyed by large businesses.  These benefits will increase the 
number of bottom-line reasons carriers will want to join the 
association. 
 Our program will become an important source of coverage 
for all our employers regardless of size.  Everything from the 
best-in class HR Support Center to competitive insurance 
premiums for popular employee benefits, including Teledoc 
(the nation’s oldest and largest telemedicine company), 
group dental, vision, life and short-term disability insurance 
from Companion Life. Additionally, On the Road Assure is a 
special advantage for truckers who are often working away 
from home on business.  
 Elevate Insurance is still working with the Idaho Division 
of Insurance on a bona fide association health plan to be 
underwritten as a single employer.  Until such time as an 
association health plan is approved we will not need a spe-
cial trust agreement.  However, we are hopeful that we can 
have a health plan to offer to our members sometime in the 
future.  We realize that with all of the other products ready 
to market, we should not wait for the health plan. If we wait, 
we are allowing our members to miss out on tremendous 
benefits.  
 For more information regarding the Idaho Trucking Asso-
ciation Benefits Program, please contact Garrett Talbot  
with Elevate Insurance at 866.352.7131 or by email  
garrett@elevateinsurance.com.  ITA 
 

FDA RELEASES TRAINING MODULE FOR  

CARRIERS SUBJECT TO THE SANITARY  

TRANSPORTATION RULE 
 

 September 20, 2017 -  the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) announced the availability of an online food safety 
training module for carriers engaged in the transportation of 
food by rail or motor vehicle in the United States. FDA is of-
fering this training free of charge to help carriers meet the 
requirements of the FDA’s Sanitary Transportation of Human 
and Animal Food Rule (Sanitary Transportation Rule).  For 
more information on today’s announcement and for infor-
mation on how to access the training, please click on the fol-
lowing link: 
https://www.fda.gov/Food/NewsEvents/ConstituentUpdate
s/ucm576503.htm. ITA 
 

http://www.truckingresearch.org
mailto:garrett@elevateinsurance.com
https://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/FSMA/ucm576097.htm
https://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/FSMA/ucm576097.htm
https://www.fda.gov/Food/NewsEvents/ConstituentUpdates/ucm576503.htm
https://www.fda.gov/Food/NewsEvents/ConstituentUpdates/ucm576503.htm


Stʆᴳ C˛nˢˠʳˋuˢi˛ʘ tʙ Trˉnˡpʙᴍ Nˏwʟ 

I TA Member Exclus ive  

HAZMAT Refresher  

Training Seminar 
 

¶ Basic Hazmat Awareness 

¶ Security Plan Requirements 

¶ Shipping Paper Requirement 

¶ Emergency Response Guidebook Overview 
 

September 29 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

(lunch provided)  

$50 members only 

Presented by Great West  

Casualty Company 

Jim Eavenson, Safety Representative 
 

Location: 3405 East Overland Rd.  

Meridian, ID 83642 

  

To register: e-mail mistyl@idtrucking.org  
or call 208.342.3521 
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WHAT CARRIERS AND DRIVERS NEED TO 

KNOW ABOUT ELD ENFORCEMENT AND  

EXEMPTIONS ● JULIE PIPAL 
 
 

 When the ELD mandate goes into effect in December, 
many in the trucking industry will be confident they under-
stand what is required for their businesses.  However, there 
are segments of the industry that may need further clarifica-
tion because all or some of their work may be excepted from 
the mandate.   
 The reality is, the requirement to implement ELDs does 
not change the Hours of Service requirements; it only man-
dates the method for recording them.  The current HOS ex-
emptions have not changed.    
 
Time Card Drivers  
 Currently, subject drivers are exempt from preparing pa-
per logs if they: 
 
¶ Are working fewer than 12 hours per day (11 hours of 

driving); 
¶ Not driving beyond a 100-air mile radius;  
¶ Starting and ending at the same work reporting loca-

tion; 
¶ Getting a minimum of 10 hours off between shifts; and, 

Completing DOT specified time cards.   
 
 Under the new rules these drivers are not required to use 
ELDs if they adhere to all the listed provisions.   
 
Other ELD Exemptions 
 Companies that have installed Automatic On-Board Re-
corders (AOBRDs) prior to December 19, 2017 may continue 
to use them in lieu of ELDs until December 16, 2019.   
 The following drivers are also exempt from ELDs under 
the new rule.  They may continue to use paper logs (or time 
cards if applicable) to record their Hours of Service (HOS):   
 

¶ Drivers who conduct drive-away-tow-away operations 
(where the vehicle being driven is the commodity being 
delivered), or the vehicle being transported is a motor 
home or a recreation vehicle trailer (with one or more 
sets of wheels on the surface of the roadway). 

¶ Drivers of vehicles manufactured before the model year 
2000, as reflected on the vehicle registration. 

 

Drivers who currently must complete paper logs 
more than 8 days in a 30-day period 
 There are drivers who must currently only complete paper 
rods on occasion.  As an example, if a time card driver (as 
noted above) fails to meet all the parameters for the exemp-
tion on any given day, they would be required to complete a 
paper log sheet for that day.  There are also some categories 
of drivers that are not required to log based on state or fed-
eral exemptions.  In Idaho, intrastate log transportation is 
exempt from recording hours of service; but, these same 
drivers must record HOS (time cards or RODS) for inter-
state transportation.  If drivers in these categories fail to 
meet an exemption on 9 days during any rolling 30-day peri-
od, they would be required to use ELDs to record HOS.    
 In some cases, there have been efforts to delay implemen-
tation.  In others, carriers are reporting time saved with the 
use of ELDs because of the accuracy.  ELDs may prove to be 
an asset to increase efficiency in an industry where every 
minute counts. However, if a company whose operations are 
exempt as listed above, the responsibility is on the company 
and the CDL driver to know which alternative ap-
plies.  Why?  Because everyone listed above is subject to 
compliance audits. 
 

Phased-in enforcement  
 Some good news is the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance 
has notified the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
that they will phase in enforcement of the rule.  On Decem-
ber 18, inspectors and roadside enforcement personnel will 
begin documenting violations on roadside inspection report 
and, at the jurisdiction’s discretion, will issue citation to 
commercial motor vehicle drivers operating vehicles without 
a compliant ELD.  In order to ease the transition, however, 
CVSA has elected to begin applying the out-of-service crite-
ria associated with the ELD mandate on April 1, 2018.  This 
will allow everyone affected time to adjust to the new re-
quirement with minimal disruption of the delivery of goods. 
ITA 
 
This article was complied from various federal sources. 

IDAHO TRUCK PAC WELCOMES NEW 
CHAIR 
 

 September 8, 2017, MERIDIAN, ID – Gary Hyland, long-
time industry supporter and sales representative for Western 
Trailers, has taken over as the Chairman of the Idaho Truck 
PAC (Political Action Committee).  
 “Gary has always been an integral part of our Truck PAC,” 
said Julie Pipal, secretary for the PAC and president and CEO 
of the Idaho Trucking Association (ITA).  “He was a driving 
force behind the auction that takes place every year at the ITA 
convention.” 
 The PAC generates about $15,000 each year for the purpose 
of supporting those candidates who are willing to listen to the 
trucking industry.  Our issues affect every Idahoan, and our 
policy-makers being well-informed often means the difference 
between overburdonsome regulations and thoughtful policies 
that solve problems.  It is made up of voluntary member of the 
ITA who donate funds. 
 “There is an interest in continuing the work of past Chair 
Brandi Borrowman with the ATV ride and golf tournament,” 
said Hyland.  “I share that interest and I look forward to tak-
ing the PAC to the next level.” 
 Anyone interested in donating to the PAC or becoming in-
volved in the PACôs activities should contact the ITA office at 
208.342.3521. ITA 
 

 

SAFETY AND TRAINS: DON’T BE CAUGHT  

UNAWARE 
 

 MERIDIAN, ID September 26, 2017 – Preliminary statistics 
from the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for 2016 indi-
cate that 265 people were killed and 798 injured last year na-
tionwide in 2,025 accidents involving trains.  In Idaho, from 
1991-2015, FRA recorded 91 deaths at Idaho Highway rail 
crossings.  
 Save the date and plan to attend the Idaho Trucking Associa-
tion’s Safety Management Committee October series:  Crossing 
Safety from Idaho Operation Lifesaver.  At each meeting loca-
tion Idaho Operation Lifesaver's State Coordinator Travis 
Campbell will present information about law compliance and 
safety protocols to keep Idaho carriers safe at rail cross-
ings.  Awareness can save lives. 
 Though the numbers have decreased 80 percent since 1972 
when a concerted effort was made to raise awareness about 
motorist and pedestrian safety around the nation’s railways, 
even one collision is too many. ITA 
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INTRODUCING STAR CARD ● IDAHO’S  

REAL ID 
 

 September 14, 2017 - The Idaho Transportation Depart-
ment Division of Motor Vehicles is preparing to launch an 
information campaign for Star Card – Idaho’s REAL ID. The 
Star Card will be available in Idaho in early 2018.  
 In a prepared notice Division of Motor Vehicle Administra-
tor Alberto Gonzalez said, “We want to share materials in 
advance of our campaign so you are aware and can help pro-
vide accurate information to your staff and customers.”  
 He also stated that the best source of information is the 
Star Card website http://itd.idaho.gov/starcard. ITA 

 

LEGISLATURE REVISITS REGISTRATION FEE 

STRUCTURE 
 

Many still look to trucks as a way to fill the gap in 
revenue for roads and bridges 
 

 BOISE, ID August 29, 2017 – The Idaho Legislature’s Com-
mercial Vehicle Annual Registration Fee Committee held its 
first meeting on Tuesday, August 29th. This bipartisan com-
mittee is comprised of five Senators and five Representatives, 
and is co-chaired by Sen. Bert Brackett (R-Rogerson) and 
Rep. Joe Palmer (R-Meridian), who also serve as the chairs of 
the Senate and House Transportation Committees. The com-
mittee was established as a result of legislation passed in 
2015, HB 312, to undertake and complete a study regarding 
an annual registration fee and an operating fee by weight class 
based on the total miles the owner operated such vehicle on 
roads and highways in Idaho.  
 “The issue of commercial vehicles paying for more of the 
expenses related to Idaho’s road and bridge funding continues 
to be a popular topic,” said Julie Pipal, president and CEO of 
the Idaho Trucking Association.  “We need to be clear as we 
participate in these proceedings:  Trucks in Idaho already pay 
45 percent of all highway fees, but we drive only 11 percent of 
the miles, and we want our policymakers to listen to our con-
cerns with that in mind.” 
 Pipal also noted that the last proposal to target commercial 
vehicles only, as this committee is doing, was a 50 percent 
increase that was only estimated to generate $12-$13 million. 
 The first presentation from the meeting was on Idaho’s cur-
rent registration fee schedule and background, from staff at 
the Idaho Transportation Department. Jerri Hunter from ITD 
provided the members with the background, and described 
the two commercial vehicle registration options: full fee or the 
International Registration Plan. Hunter also talked about how 
weight distance taxes were collected prior to October 2000, 
and then described the change to the current five-tier mileage 
based registration fee schedule. She gave examples of what 
vehicles with various Idaho distances would end up paying on 
both the full fee and IRP schedules, and expressed some of 
the comments that they typically receive from the commercial 
trucking industry. One comment from the industry that re-
ceived questions from the legislators was that the fee brackets 
are too broad, and that the industry has expressed a desire to 
create additional tiers to lower registration costs.  

 Another ITD staffer, Bob Thompson, briefly presented on 
the revenue trends from registration fees and motor fuel 
taxes for the fiscal years 2001 to 2017. The data that he pro-
vided illustrated that other than decreases during fiscal 
years 2008 to 2010 due to the economic downturn, they 
have seen revenue streams increase. When looking at the 
bigger picture of commercial vehicle registration and motor 
fuel tax revenues as a whole, for the fiscal year 2017 the rev-
enues from commercial registrations accounts for 16%. 
When looking at truck related revenues from fiscal year 
2017, commercial registration is 39%, while special fuel is 
61% of the total truck related revenue. Sen. Carl Crabtree (R-
Grangeville) asked to have ITD provide information at the 
next meeting about the number of registrations that are be-
ing filed every year, to compare with the revenue data.  
 The committee also heard a presentation from the Nation-
al Conference of State Legislature’s senior policy specialist in 
the area of transportation, Kevin Pula, who talked about 
transportation funding trends throughout the country. Pula 
talked about how the 2016 Transportation Governance and 
Finance Report found over 50 funding mechanisms for 
transportation in the various states. Many of these sources 
range from what you would typically consider, such as fuel 
taxes and registration fees, to the more obscure sources like 
mineral royalties  and land sales. The presentation also 
talked about the four states that currently have a weight-
distance tax, Kentucky, New York, New Mexico, and Oregon, 
and how some states like Kentucky are considering remov-
ing them due to complexities and questions about the effec-
tiveness of the collections. He also presented the committee 
with data on the various gas tax increases, and other non-
gas tax options that have been enacted as well. When com-
paring Idaho to other states, Pula reported that we currently 
rank as the 4th highest registration fees in the country, and 
the 11th highest when looking at the total fuel taxes and fees 
imposed.  
 “We understand how critical funding is for transportation, 
but it is also important to maintain a fair and equitable tax-
ing structure.  For our members that means taking a look at 
how all vehicles pay and not just commercial vehicles,” said 
Pipal. 
 The next meeting for the interim committee is scheduled 
for Wednesday, October 4, at 9:00 a.m. in room EW41 of the 
Idaho Capitol. ITA 
 

http://itd.idaho.gov/starcard


ELECTRONIC LOGGING DEVICES HOURS OF 

SERVICE (HOS), AND AGRICULTURAL  

EXEMPTIONS UPDATE 
 

August 2017 - In an effort to clear up confusion abut Hours 
of Service and agricultural exceptions, the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration last month published a FAQ 
sheet for activities that are affected:   

¶ 49 CFR 395.1(k) provides exceptions from the HOS 
rules, during planting and harvesting periods as deter-
mined by the State, for the transportation of agricultural 
commodities (including livestock, bees and other com-
modities) within a 150-air mile radius from the source of 
the commodities. The same provision applies to the de-
livery of supplies and equipment for agricultural use 
from a wholesale or retail distribution point. 

¶ The HOS regulations do not apply to the transportation 
of agricultural commodities operating completely within 
the 150-air mile radius by for hire or private carriers. 
Therefore, work and driving hours are not limited and 
the driver is also not required to use an Electronic Log-
ging Device (ELD). In an operation where drivers share 
vehicle(s) equipped with ELDs, a driver that is always 
exempt can use an “Exempt Driver” account. 

¶ Once a driver operates beyond the 150-air mile radius, 
the HOS regulations apply. Therefore, starting at the 
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time and location where the transporter goes past the 
150-air mile radius, the driver must maintain logs using 
an ELD, unless the driver or the vehicle meets one of the 
limited ELD exemptions. The driver must work and drive 
within the limitations of the HOS rules when operating 
beyond the 150-air mile radius. Time spent working with-
in the 150 air-mile radius does not count toward the driv-
er’s daily and weekly limits. 

¶ When operating within the 150 air-mile radius the driver 
should not log into the ELD.Upon exiting that radius, the 
driver should then log into the ELD, and annotate that 
any unassigned miles accumulated prior to that point 
were exempt miles. 

¶ Drivers transporting agricultural commodities are not 
required to use an ELD if the vehicle was manufactured 
before the model year 2000, provided they prepare paper 
logs, or if they do not operate outside of the 150 air-mile 
radius for more than 8 days during any 30-day period, 
provided they prepare paper logs on the days when they 
are not exempt from the HOS rules. 

¶ Covered farm vehicles, as defined in 49 CFR 390.5, are 
exempted from the HOS regulations per 49 CFR 395.1(s). 
Carriers operating under this exemption are also not re-
quired to have an ELD. This only applies to private trans-
portation of agricultural commodities, including livestock 
by the owner or operator of a farm or ranch, or their fami-
ly members or employees. ITA 

2018 òMY TRUCKó PHOTO CONTEST SPONSOR $1,500.00 
How does it work? The contest sponsor along with the Photo Contest Committee selects the winning photo in the 

contest to be featured on the cover of the 2018-2019 Membership Directory.  The sponsors logo is featured on the 

inside front cover of the directory along with the chance to increase positive public relations by placing a photo in 

our monthly newsletter Transport News awarding the cash prize to the first place winner. 
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